
IELTS WRITING TASK 2 PRACTICE PAPER 

1. Some people believe that there should be fixed punishments for each 

type of crime. Others, however, argue that the circumstances of an 

individual crime, and the motivation for committing it, should always 

be taken into account when deciding on the punishment. 

Discuss both views and give your own opinion. 

 

2. Some people believe that capital punishment should never be used. 

Others, however, argue that it should be allowed for the most serious 

crimes. 

Discuss both views and give your own opinion. 

3. Some people say that the best way to improve public health is by 

increasing the number of sports facilities. Others, however, say that 

this would have little effect on public health and that other measures 

are required. 

Discuss both these views and give your own opinion. 

 

4. In some countries levels of health and fitness are decreasing and 

average weights are increasing. 

What do you think are the causes of these problems and what are some 

possible solutions? 

5. University students must pay all tuition fees, because it benefits 

mostly them individually, rather than the society as a whole. 



Do you agree or disagree? 

 

6. Some say that music, art and drama are as important as other school 

subjects, especially at the primary level. 

Do you agree or disagree? 

7. Nowadays many young people deliberately damage public places. 

What are the causes and solutions? 

 

8. Some people believe that a person’s criminal record should be 

removed when they reach the age of 18. 

To what extent do you agree or disagree? 

9. Being a celebrity – such as a movie star or professional athlete – 

brings problems as well as benefits. 

Do you think that being a celebrity has more benefits or drawbacks? 

 

10. Some people feel that entertainers (e.g. film stars, pop 

musicians or sports stars) are paid too much money. 

Do you agree or disagree? 

Which other types of job should be highly paid? 

 



 

 


