ACT Reading Practice Paper 11
SET-1
DIRECTIONS: Each passage is followed by several questions. After reading a passage, choose the best
answer to each question and fill in the corresponding oval on your answer document. You may refer to the
passages as often as necessary.

HUMANITIES: The following passage is adapted from the article "Conquering Jazz" by Patrick Tyrrell (©
2006 by Patrick Tyrrell).

1. Which chord, if any, does the author eventually conclude is the most confusing jazz chord to play?
A. The passage does not indicate any such chord.
B. C-sharp diminished
C. Major sevenths
D. F-sharp minor-7 flat-5
2. As it is used in line 47, "magician's secrets" most nearly means:
F. information on how to play jazz.
G. forbidden bits of knowledge.
H. instances of harmless trickery.
J. the true nature of a private person.
3. As portrayed by the author, Victor responds to the author's invented chord with what is best described
as:
A. amazement.
B. jealousy.
C. confusion.
D. nonchalance.
4. The author states that "The Real Book" was something he explored for a few:
F. years.
G. months.
H. weeks.

J. days.
5. The details in lines 40-44 primarily serve to suggest the:
A. aspects of jazz's complexity that more mature listeners enjoy.
B. lack of depth and detail found in rock and classical music.
C. confusion and awkwardness of standard jazz chord values.
D. unpleasantly bitter taste of candy that develops with age.
6. In the context of the passage, the author's statement in lines 68-71 most nearly means that:
F. he was so overworked that his hands could still move, but his thoughts were turned off.
G. he had accidentally trained his hands to resist being controlled by his brain.
H. it was easier to decode the exotic jazz chords by pointing at them with his hands.
J. his hand was capable of playing music that his mind was incapable of fully comprehending.
7. The author implies that F-sharp minor-7 flat-5 is an example of a chord that he:
A. had little trouble decoding now that he had "The Real Book."
B. had previously only seen during his travels abroad.
C. knew how to play on guitar but not on a piano.
D. initially found confusing and struggled to understand.
8. The passage supports which one of the following conclusions about Victor?
F. He played music with the author until the author turned 30 years old.
G. He gave his copy of "The Real Book" to the author as a gift.
H. He was at one time a member of multiple musical groups.
J. He invented a chord and named it C-sharp diminished.
9. The passage is best described as being told from the point of view of someone who is:
A. reviewing the chain of events that led to his career in jazz.
B. discussing reasons why jazz is less complicated than it seems.
C. relating his impressions of jazz music and his attempts to play it.
D. highlighting an important friendship that he had in college.
10. Assessing his early and later experiences with "The Real Book," the author most strongly implies that
it was:
F. pleasantly strange to begin with but annoyingly familiar by the end.

G. initially difficult to decipher, but ultimately manageable following diligent practice.
H. almost impossible to understand because its pages didn't look like sheets of classical music.
J. very useful as a learning tool, but not useful for more profound study.

SET 2
NATURAL SCIENCE: This passage is adapted from the article "Fair-Weather Warning" by Julia
Mittlebury (© 2007 by Julia Mittlebury).

1. According to Calwell, scientists may be able to predict cholera outbreaks more than a month in
advance by:
A. noticing increased activity in a known food chain.
B. using accurate climatic models derived from weather in Bangladesh.
C. measuring the decline of zooplankton with falling sea temperatures.
D. finding connections between chlorophyll levels and diseased marine life.
2. According to the passage, levels of sunlight can influence cholera because:
F. phytoplankton feed on sunlight and contaminate the water.
G. the V. cholerae bacterium increases its photosynthetic rate.
H. sunlight promotes the growth of organisms upon which copepods depend.
J. many epidemics are caused by direct, prolonged exposure to sunlight.
3. According to the passage, the use of satellite data has aided the attempts of Oxford University
researchers to predict outbreaks of sleeping sickness by providing information about:
A. the number of West African parasites.
B. which areas globally have the most photosynthesis.
C. the health and number of tsetse flies.

D. which flies have the biggest veins.
4. The passage states that Linthicum is conducting similar efforts to Calwell's in that Linthicum:
F. studies the climatic triggers of cholera.
G. works at the University of Maryland.
H. managed to save thousands of lives in 2007.
J. uses satellite data to build predictive models.
5. According to the passage, the use of satellite data to predict potential epidemics is encouraging
because:
A. computer number-crunching is quicker and less expensive than traditional research methods.
B. it allows scientists to control the photosynthetic levels in West Africa.
C. satellites do not make the same mathematical errors that human forecasters often do.
D. there is already a large supply of long-term disease data available from satellites.
6. As it is used in line 44, the word favor most nearly means:
F. errand.
G. task.
H. promote.
J. request.
7. It can reasonably be inferred that the phrase similar environmental changes (line 48) refers to:
A. the beginning of the rainy season in Kenya.
B. the amount of bacteria circulating in the jet stream.
C. the proliferation of mosquitoes throughout central Africa.
D. warmer ocean water influencing rain and cloud cover.
8. The passage states that climatic satellite data has helped to do all of the following EXCEPT:
F. measure sea height.
G. predict tsetse fly populations.
H. forecast disease outbreaks.
J. raise the ocean temperature.
9. The phrase confuse climate-based models (line 85-86) refers directly to the fact that:
A. current models do not account for non-climate related factors.

B. drug resistance sometimes results in disorientation.
C. epidemics sometimes vanish more quickly than they arise.
D. researchers are not used to non-climate data.
10. It can reasonably be inferred from the passage that the information about the use of satellite-based
data is presented primarily to:
F. demonstrate the various kinds of data that must be collected.
G. analyze the data's potential use in disease-prevention.
H. illustrate how few scientists do on-the-ground research.
J. show how West African tsetse fly populations have been predicted.

SET 3
PROSE FICTION: The following passage is excerpted from the coming-of-age novel The Year of the
Unicorn by Krista Prouty (©2008 by Krista Prouty).

1. Which of the following statements does NOT describe one of the narrator's reactions to her Christmas
gift?
A. She is devastated by the realization that the other children at school will not be impressed by this gift.
B. She wishes that her parents had bought her a real Barbie Dream House instead of a handmade one.
C. She despises the house for its old-fashioned appearance and lack of modern conveniences, such as
an elevator.
D. She appreciates all the effort her father went to in order to give her this gift and tries to convey a sense
of gratitude.
2. According to the passage, when the narrator smells coffee on Christmas morning, it means that:
F. her parents are ready to proceed with the Christmas festivities.
G. she and her sister should hurry to the kitchen for breakfast.

H. her father has finally finished preparing her Christmas gift.
J. it is time to burst into the living room in front of her parents.
3. The narrator would most likely agree with which of the following statements about owning a Barbie
Dream House?
A. She would become a princess able to bestow largesse on other children.
B. She would, at least for the moment, be content with her life.
C. It would allow her to appreciate her parents' hard work and sacrifices.
D. She would then be able to pass it on to her own children someday.
4. What is the main point of the first paragraph?
F. The smell of coffee still reminds the narrator of the Christmases of her childhood.
G. The narrator's family had a specific ritual that was followed every Christmas morning.
H. Most years, the narrator and her sister would hurl themselves into their gifts without warning.
J. The narrator had once desperately wanted a pink and silver bicycle.
5. Which of the following statements most accurately expresses the narrator's feelings when she first
sees the gift that her father made for her?
A. She is disappointed that it is not the exact gift that she had hoped to receive.
B. She gratefully acknowledges the long hours her father must have put into the gift.
C. She admires the traditional architecture of the house and its attractive wallpaper.
D. She looks forward to showing her new house off to all of the other girls at school.
6. The narrator's father can most accurately be characterized as:
F. ignorant and cruel.
G. thoughtful but lazy.
H. concerned and hard-working.
J. caring but inaccessible.
7. It can logically be inferred from the passage that the reason the narrator was not given the official
Barbie Dream House for Christmas is because:
A. it is too costly a gift for her parents to buy that year.
B. she had already been given the pink and silver bicycle that she wanted.
C. her father had always wanted to make his daughter a dollhouse.
D. her parents do not wish for their daughter to be happy.

8. According to the passage, the reason the narrator hopes to someday tell the children the story of her
dollhouse is that she:
F. wants them to be able to impress the other children at school as she once did.
G. knows that, by that time, it is likely to be worth a great deal of money.
H. remembers how much she appreciated the gift when it was given to her.
J. hopes that they will be better able to understand the meaning behind the gift than she was.
9. A reasonable conclusion that the narrator draws regarding her dollhouse is that:
A. it is far more beautiful than was the plastic Barbie Dream House that she had initially desired.
B. without an elevator, it is less valuable than it would otherwise have been.
C. it was given to her with the intention that she keep it to pass on to her own children someday.
D. constructing it must have been time-consuming and labor-intensive.
10. The main point of the last paragraph is that:
F. the narrator would have been much happier if she had been given a Barbie Dream House.
G. it is not fair to give one child a long-desired gift and not give the same to another child.
H. the disappointments suffered in childhood affect people well into adulthood.
J. the passage of time can alter the way events from the past are viewed.

