ACT Reading Practice Paper 12
SET-1
DIRECTIONS: Each passage is followed by several questions. After reading a passage, choose the best
answer to each question and fill in the corresponding oval on your answer document. You may refer to the
passages as often as necessary.

SOCIAL SCIENCE: This passage is adapted from T. H. Watkins' The Great Depression (©1993, Little,
Brown and Co.; Blackside Inc.).

1. The main idea of the passage is that:
A. the CCC forced unemployed young men to work in the national forests, national parks, and on other
federal public lands for no payment or bonus.
B. it was only after President Roosevelt created the CCC that veterans had suitable employment during
the Great Depression.
C. research into the history of the New Deal shows that the idea for the CCC came from Congress.
D. among the programs of the New Deal, the CCC employed young men to build public works projects on
public lands in return for modest wages, food, clothing, and some education.
2. The main idea of the third paragraph (lines 37-49) is that:
F. President Hoover had dispatched the army to meet with disgruntled veterans, but President Roosevelt
sent his wife, Eleanor, to meet with the Bonus Army.
G. when they realized President Roosevelt would not pay the bonus, many veterans abandoned the
Bonus Army and accepted his invitation to join the CCC.
H. President Roosevelt supplied shelter and food to the veterans before paying the bonus the veterans
demanded.
J. many of the veterans were above the age requirement of the CCC.
3. As it is used in line 7 to describe President Roosevelt, the term tree farmer most nearly means that
Roosevelt:
A. had supported his family by growing trees before he entered politics.
B. believed in an agrarian economy over urban industrialization.
C. continued his successful business selling trees while in office.
D. had a great interest in trees and knew a good deal about them.
4. According to the passage, which of the following was a project the CCC performed for the National
Park Service?
F. Building fire towers

G. Building campground facilities
H. Installing telephone lines
J. Conducting wildlife surveys
5. According to the passage, which of the following statements is true about the CCC?
A. The agency provided enrollees with academic instruction.
B. The agency provided enrollees with urban job training.
C. The agency accepted only men with six teeth.
D. The agency offered courses in nutrition and self-esteem.
6. Information in the fourth paragraph (lines 50-67) makes it clear that the CCC:
F. was voluntary and therefore did not pay members anything.
G. ran for more years and employed more men than was originally intended.
H. employed 4.1 million men.
J. battled fires in West Virginia, Vermont, and New York.
7. The passage most strongly suggests that before the 1930s, the national forests:
A. received no federal support or aid for projects to clear diseased trees.
B. included land reserved for wildlife refuges.
C. had never undergone a major reforestation campaign.
D. experienced more floods than forest fires.
8. According to the passage, when did the CCC change its name?
F. After President Roosevelt received authorization from Congress.
G. After Congress protested that CCRYRM was too difficult to say.
H. In the same year the size expanded to 500,000 men.
J. After the Bonus Army disbanded.
9. The passage states that the same year the CCC was authorized enrollees had to be:
A. over 78 inches in height.
B. in school.
C. between the ages of seventeen and twenty-seven.
D. between the ages of seventeen and twenty-four.

10. According to the passage, CCC programs in national parks and forests were:
F. conducted far from where the members were fed and housed.
G. under the control of the Departments of Agriculture and the Interior.
H. supervised by the Labor Department.
J. minimum-wage jobs.

SET 2
HUMANITIES: This passage is adapted from John Gattuso, ed., Native America (©1993, Houghton Mifflin
Co.).

1. Which of the following statements best expresses the main idea of the passage?

A. Many Native American tribes created totem poles with meaningful symbols, but these poles were less
important than the canoes carved before the mid-18th century.
B. Although the Tlingit village was deserted, the Seattle businessmen who took the totem pole were not
right to take it without permission.
C. The history of totem pole carving dates back to only the mid-18th-century, but these poles have played
an important role in Native American culture since that time.
D. The ban issued by the Canadian and United States governments against potlatches was lifted in the
1950s, but interest in totem-pole carving had diminished by that time.
2. Which of the following questions is NOT answered in the passage?
F. In terms of geographical region, which were the first groups to carve totem poles?
G. What is the tallest totem pole in North America?
H. What is the predominant use of the small totem poles carved today?
J. What prevented Native American tribes from carving totem poles before the 18th century?
3. The passage suggests that one of the main purposes of totem poles is the way in which they:
A. demonstrate the artistic skill of the carvers.
B. function as landmarks in major North American cities.
C. document the history and mythology of various clans.
D. complement the festivities of the potlatch.
4. The main function of the sixth paragraph (lines 49-59) is to:
F. identify the origins of the stories behind every image on a totem pole.
G. describe and explain some of the images that might appear on a totem pole.
H. contrast the images on the totem poles of the Northwest natives with those of British Columbia and
Alaska.
J. explain the role of the Raven in Native American mythology.
5. All of the following are used in the passage as illustrations of the role totem poles play in Native
American culture EXCEPT the:
A. function of the top figure on the pole.
B. descriptions of the Raven and Frog as characters on the pole.
C. reference to the popularity of totem poles in the tourist industries of many tribes.
D. placement of the Tlingit totem pole in Seattle's Pioneer Square.

6. The second paragraph (lines 10-20) establishes all of the following about the totem poles carved by the
coastal tribes of the far north EXCEPT that they were:
F. initially used as the entryways of houses.
G. fashioned from tall, straight trees.
H. used to identify the owners of the poles.
J. produced only by clans with family crests.
7. One of the main points of the fifth paragraph (lines 39-48) is that the various characters on a totem pole
are meant to represent:
A. the owner of the totem pole.
B. the lore of the owner's clan.
C. Raven, the trickster, fooling the Creator.
D. Frog wooing a human woman.
8. According to the passage, which of the following places is home to the Tlingit?
F. Seattle
G. Western Canada
H. Pioneer Square
J. Alaska
9. The author most likely includes the information in lines 60-63 to suggest that:
A. totem poles are notable for reasons beyond physical beauty.
B. totem poles have replaced books for Native American tribes.
C. Native American tribes have no spoken or written language.
D. the descendants of the original carvers of totem poles carve copies of older poles.
10. Which of the following words best describes the attitude of the employers referred to in the third
paragraph (lines 21-30) in reaction to potlatches?
F. Patient
G. Accepting
H. Irritated
J. Civilized

SET 3

NATURAL SCIENCE: This passage is adapted from the article "The Pioneer Mission to Venus" by Janet
G. Luhmann, James B. Pollack, and Lawrence Colin (©1994, Scientific American).

1. With regard to the possibility of returning to the planet Venus, information presented in the passage
makes it clear that the author is:

A. cheerful and optimistic.
B. sarcastic and contentious.
C. doubtful and pragmatic.
D. uncertain and withdrawn.
2. Which of the following statements most accurately summarizes how the passage characterizes the
state of scientific knowledge about Venus before the Pioneer mission?
F. The scientific community was hesitant to return to Venus after an earlier mission had ended in disaster.
G. Scientists saw Earth and Venus as near polar opposites in atmospheric conditions.
H. The common belief that Earth and Venus were "twins" had been eroding under the weight of scientific
evidence.
J. Scientists knew little about the planet Venus because they were more interested in other planets.
3. Based on the passage, discoveries made in which two areas of study have caused scientists to
re-evaluate their theories about Earth and Venus?
A. Water content and bedrock composition
B. Sulfuric gases and photosynthesis
C. Carbon dioxide and climate change
D. Atmosphere and surface temperature
4. The main point of the second paragraph (lines 17-27) is to:
F. account for the failure of the Magellan mission and to show the superiority of the Pioneer mission.
G. suggest that information from both the Magellan and Pioneer missions can bring the scientific
community to a deeper understanding of Venus.
H. show that the Magellan had sent back information regarding the physical characteristics while the
Pioneer had not.
J. hypothesize that the findings of the Pioneer mission will help scientists to approach problems more
intelligently.
5. The passage indicates that if humans were to attempt to live on the planet Venus, survival would not be
possible because:
A. of the mistaken belief that Venus and Earth are "twin" planets.
B. carbon dioxide is locked away in bicarbonate rocks, not in gaseous form.
C. the atmospheric pressure, heat, and air are not suitable for human life.
D. all of the water on Venus is condensed onto the surface.

6. According to the passage, some evidence gained before the Pioneer Venus mission suggesting that
Earth and Venus are not near-twins stated that:
F. Venus produces no lead on or underneath its surface.
G. Earth was found to be much farther from the sun than was previously thought.
H. the atmosphere of Venus contains 78 percent nitrogen and 21 percent oxygen.
J. the surface temperature of Venus is 450 degrees Celsius and thus unlivable for humans.
7. As it is used in line 56, the word harbors most nearly means:
A. sails.
B. hides.
C. holds.
D. soaks.
8. According to the passage, "primordial" describes planets that:
F. are oxygen-poor due to a lack of activity by living things.
G. are not hospitable to humans because they have thick atmospheres and high surface temperatures.
H. have preserved many of the characteristics present when the planets were formed.
J. have been struck by large bodies which have altered the planets' atmospheres.
9. It can reasonably be inferred that the "activity of living things" described in line 59 directly refers to
organisms on Earth that:
A. produce oxygen by their own natural processes and influence the contents of Earth's atmosphere.
B. remove sulfur gases from the atmosphere during heavy rainfall.
C. lock away carbon dioxide in carbonate rocks and maintain a reserve of the gas.
D. could easily live in oppressive atmospheres similar to the atmosphere of Venus.
10. According to the passage, the Pioneer Venus mission to Venus involved investigating details relating
to the planet's:
F. surface geology and interior structure.
G. atmosphere as it has been changed by the influence of photosynthesis.
H. similarities to the planet Earth.
J. atmospheric contents.

